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REF: ADDIS 160 AND PREVIOUS 

1. CONGEN AMSARA REPORTS THAT PURSUANT LAST-MINUTE EMBASSY 
REPRESENTATIONS MORNING JANUARY 13, ASMARA TAX OFFICE HAS AGREED 
TO POSTPONEMENT OF AUCTION, ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED FOR 1130 HOURS 
LOCAL JANUARY 13, OF ECCE ASSETS TO SATISFY LATTER'S ALLEGED 

TAX OBLIGATIONS. 

2. MOFA'S AMERICAN AFFAIRS DIRECTOR CONFIRMS THAT ACTING FONMIN 
ARAYA EKUBA-EGZY HAD INSTRUCTED MOFA'S ASMARA VICEMIN SOLOMON 
TEKLE TO GIVE NECESSARY DIRECTIVES FOR POSTPONEMENT. 

3. STATE OF PLAY IN ADDIS NOW AS FOLLOWS: MOFA REMAINS OF VIEW 
THAT TREATY APPLIES WITH RESULT THERE NO RPT NO CASE AGAINST 
ECCE. MINFIN DISAGREES ON GROUNDS WHICH NOT RPT NOT YET CLARIFED 
TO US. MOFA AND MINFIN INTEND CONFRONT THEIR VIEWS IN COMING 
SEVERAL DAYS. IF THEY CANNOT BE RECONCILED, THEY WILL LOOK 

TO MINJUSTICE FOR ARBITRATION BETWEEN THEM. UNTIL THIS PROCESS 
HAS RUN ITS COURSE, QUESTION OF AUCTION SHOULD NOT RPT NOT ARISE. 

4. WE WILL BE FOLLOWING THIS AFFAIR AND WILL KEEP DEPARTMENT 
INFORMED. 
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